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Staff prioto by Tom Kinnewe

‘." City's Ron Kirk, left, and Chuck Dunn, winners of the North Wildwood Around the fsiand Row




%s Funk-Gporge Miller Ventnor alumni
Bob Kaehier-Marty Franeo Cape May

00,5, 4. Jim MicDeviti-Paul Murray Veninor
3:01.40; 5 Cheis Oves-Joe Shefter Ocean Cily
:02.49; 6. Bill Howarth-Jim Mason Ventnor
03.40; 7. Vince Wiernicki-loe Diamond Wild-
wood 3:04.23; 8. Bill Money-Kevin Corcoran Mar-
ale 3:04.26; 9. Tom Hewitt-Kevin Nagle Ventnor
:05.1%; 10 Rob Canavan-Joha Carrolf Brigantine

The Anish of 'kM anna Korth
WMM Dunn Ocean City zsw;‘i
% .ﬁD,‘l-

3:06.15; 11. Scott Jones-Ed Harrold Ventnor alum-
i 3:06.40; 12. Mike McGrath-Don MacEachern
Longport 3.07,00; 13. John Kelley-Stu Grant Mar-
gale 30810 14. Ted Chestnut-Steve Benner
Avalon 094 15, Terry Randolph-Gaoff Rife
Cape May 3:10.49; 16. Rich Demers-Ralph Atwell
Cape May 3.12.3%; 17. Jim Gibbons-Steve Stocks
Wildwood 3:12.41; 18, Steve Sless-John Forkin
Atlantic City alumni 31458 19, Tim Wierman-
Mike Orstein Stone Warbor 3:15.4%; 20. Sleve
Sassaman-Grag Jugla Wildwood 3:17.13; 21. Lar-
1y Murphy-Pat Chism Wildwood Crest 3:18.22: 72.
Tom Frederick-Juhn Lincke : Witdwood Crest
31912 23 Darrin Ford-Rod Dougherty Avalon
3:20.40; 24, Paul Mattera-Jerry Bonsafl Upper
Township 32158 25, Hap Jennings-Grant Day
North Wildwood 3:23.16; 2. Joe Dougherty-1.J.
Nissley Avalon 3:24.25; 77. Bob Cwik-Dave Car-
penter Cape May Polnt 3:25.13; 28. Linda Kelley
Dave Johnson Wildwood Crest 3:27.46; 29. Pat
Moran-Larry Kozakowski Wildwood alumni
3:29.; 3. Sean Carney-Joanne Carney North
Wildwood 3:35.30; 31, Peter Romano-Sieven Re-

ich Cape May Point 3:39.55; 32 Joe Durkin-Tim

Regan North Wildwood alumni 3:42.58; 3. Steve
g«sﬁq‘aco«ﬁm Shiller Wildwood Crest alumni

Row

Ocean City crew
cops island row

ACFKESS

By GUY GARGAN : v
Cgfmspaandem ggjﬁ/ W
NORTH WILDWOOD — It was
just visible to onlookers througha
gloomy haze, but Ron Kirk and
%hu:ck Dunn rowed together Mon-

victory cadence.

The Ocean City Beach Patrol

carsmen allowed no serious chal-

mfges en route to winning the
13th - annual North Wildwood

Arcund The Island Row. Their
time was two hours, 59 minutes,

Kirk and Dunn assumed the
lead in the bay behind Wildwood
and won by about 70 yards over
defending champions Dennis
Funk and George Miller, the star
Ventnor alumni crew. Funk and

_ Miller crossed the finish lineinan

even three hours.

“For the veteran Kirk and Dunn,
a relative newecomer, it was the
first trip to victory lane in this
year’s South Jersey lifeguard
competition season. Kirk and
John Herron had wen the 21-mile

‘Miﬁer close behind.

_ But Kirk and Dunn began their

island row in 1983. ‘
“The cloud cover really helped

_me because it kept the heat from

being a problem,” Kirk said. “We
felt really good in the bay. Our

_stroke was really together. We

day in a relaxed and relentless were (7ing 10 keep ous Sokes

per minute to about 24 to 26. I
thought it would be good if we
could under stroke the other
“Thirty-four two-man boats got
a floating start at the 15th Street
‘beach in North Wildwood at 9:20
am. In the race’s first mile, a
crucial incident occurred. _
Funk and Miller collided with
Rob Canavan and John Carroll in
the Brigantine boat and both
crews lost precious seconds.
Canavan and Carroll recovered to
finish10th. »
“We couldn’t get separated or
untangled from Brigantine,” Mil-
ler said. “We were riding the
swell. We were almost last aiter
the accident. We had to row
 through the field. We just decided

~ [ See Row, Page C6

| “After the accident, we we,
lucky to pull up and be compet

: (Goxxtm&eé‘*fmm Page C1)

to go after them one at a time. It
was probably one of the greatest
races we everrowed.”

The crews turned into the
Hereford Inlet and the Cape May
team of Bob Kaehler and Marty
Franco led by about 15 feet. Kirk
and Dunn were battling the Long-

ort duo of Mike MeGrath and
" The scene was about the same
at the Stone Harbor Bridge, but in
the back bay, Longport made its
move. At the West Wildwood
train trestle, McGrath and Ma-
cEachern had a two-boat lead
over Cape May, with Ocean City,
the Ventnor team of Bill Howarth

and Jim Mason, and Funk and

~ long strokes to victory. At the Rio
ggandiy Bé}idgg, they hﬁd-» ﬁrgg:
ce by 60 yards over Howarth

cEachern had faded to fifth and
eventuallycame in12th.
“Ron doesn't like to stop,”

Dunn, a 1986 Ursinus College

said. “He doesn’t like to

give an inch. I wanted to make

sure that he drank enough fluids
during the race. I took a liking to
rowing five years ago. Ron and I
gave rowed together since about
une,” T
Kirk and Dunn led by 100 yards
at the Cape May Bnuﬁe. Kaehler
and Franco, eventually third in
3:00.56, were behind them. Funk

and Miller, their earlier woes be- -

hind them, were 25 feet

hind
the Cape May crew. e

119837

-tive in the bay,” Fuonk said. “It’s

long race. We really kept o
heads and I was really hapy
about that.” :

~Kirk ‘and Dunn rounded i

turn and enjoyed a favorabl

ocean current during the fim:
streteh run up Wildwood island.
“This feels better than 19§
because we didn’t win otherwis

this year,” Kirk said. “We (Kir

and Herron) won every race i
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